Safety of single large oral doses of guanethidine.
The cardiovascular effects of single 100-mg doses of guanethidine were assessed in hypertensive patients by measurement of arterial pressure, heart rate, and systolic time intervals. In the 3-hr period following a dose there was no evidence of an inotropic effect. Therefore, large doses of guanethidine as required for the guanethidine loading regimen would seem to be safe even in patients in whom inotropic effects of released catecholamines would be contraindicated.